
An article recently published in the Bluffton Sun outlines the rezoning of the 145 

acre Island West Golf Course Community. Bluffton landscape architect Witmer 

Jones and Keefer is looking to rezone for commercial and residential 

development on 61 acres of the existing Island West Community. This will impact 

traffic as well as many other factors for our Baynard Park Community. Together, 

along with Island West and Parkside we can allow our voices to be heard by 

initiating a letter-writing campaign.  
 

The below is a sample letter, emails and names to begin the campaign.   
 

Hello, 

I am writing in regards to the proposed Rezoning of Island West. 

As a resident of Beaufort County, I am interested in all the new growth that 
is happening within our area. 

As of late, there has been an overabundance of new residential and 
commercial developments, that have been put through the Planning 
Council, that have not even begun to break ground to date. 

Now I hear of a developer who wants to add to the already developed 
Island West community? 

The proposal includes an unknown number of residences, possibly patio 
homes, possibly multi-family dwellings, AND commercial motel and/or 
storefronts? 

Island West is a charming residential community, that surrounds a fantastic 
18 hole golf course, that was designed by the great, Fuzzy Zoeller. 

The community was PLANNED and APPROVED by the County in 1990 to 
be exactly what it is today; no more, no less! 

Adding more construction, in any form, to Island West would not only ruin 
the aesthetics of that wonderful community, but it would also create 
multiple issues within the natural environment, i.e. wetlands and marshes, 
not to mention what damages would be caused to the Okatie River from 
sewage, oils, and chemicals being dumped directly into it. 

Our Beaufort County schools are staggering under the weight of 
overcrowded conditions. The current Growth Models for this area are 
inaccurate and are not keeping up with the realities of the number of 
students that are enrolled or will be enrolled for the 2020-2021 school year, 
and future years to come. 



In closing, I believe that Beaufort County needs to slow down on saying yes 
to developers, starting with the Island West Rezoning Proposal. 

Please HELP Beaufort County, and the residents of Island West and say 
NO to any and all proposals to Rezone Island West. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Here are the addresses for you to send a letter to: 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS: 

[Francisco.Rodriguez@beaufort.k12.sc.us](mailto:Francisco.Rodriguez@beaufort.k12.sc.us) 

COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Eric Greenway 

[Egreenway@bcgov.net](mailto:Egreenway@bcgov.net) 

Stewart H. Rodman 

[srodman@bcgov.net](mailto:srodman@bcgov.net) 

D. Paul Sommerville 

[psommerville@bcgov.net](mailto:psommerville@bcgov.net) 

Michael E. Covert 

[mcovert@bcgov.net](mailto:mcovert@bcgov.net) 

Gerald Dawson 

[gdawson@bcgov.net](mailto:gdawson@bcgov.net) 

Brian E. Flewelling 

[brianf@bcgov.net](mailto:brianf@bcgov.net) 

York L Glover 

[yglover@bcgov.net](mailto:yglover@bcgov.net) 

Chris Hervochon 

[chervochon@bcgov.net](mailto:chervochon@bcgov.net) 

Alice G Howard 

[ahoward@bcgov.net](mailto:ahoward@bcgov.net) 

Mark Lawson 

[markl@bcgov.net](mailto:markl@bcgov.net) 

Lawrence McElynn 

[lawrencem@bcgov.net](mailto:lawrencem@bcgov.net) 

Joseph Passiment 

[jpassiment@bcgov.net](mailto:jpassiment@bcgov.net) 

All Planning Commission Letters are mailed to: 

Beaufort County Planning Department 

Post Office Drawer 1228 
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Beaufort, SC 29901-1228 

Attention: ..... 

Members of the Planning Commission are: 

*Diane J Chmelik 

*Caroline Fermin 

*Kevin Hennelly 

*Jason Clyde Hincher 

*Cecily McMillan 

*Harold Leroy Mitchell 

*Ed Pappas 

*Randolph Stewart 

 
 


